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F. No. aa4o6/ zoLa-FC (pt.)
Gowernrnent of India

Ministrv of Environrnent, Forests and Climate Change
(Fores t Conservation Division)

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Aliganl,lorbagh P.oad

New Delhi - 110 001
Dated: 28tt August, 2015

;

The Principal Secretary (Forests)
A 11 State Governments / Union territory Adrninistrations

Sub: Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest purpose under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980- Sirnplified procedure for grant of perrnission for felling of
trees standing on forest land to be diverted for-execution of linear projects: reg.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to grridelines on the afore-mentioned subject issued bv this
Ministry vide letters of even number clated. 7th }/ray 2015, wherei:r this Ministry cornrnunicated a
simplified procedure for grant of perrnission for tree cutting and coffrmencernent of work of
linear proiect in forest land, and to say that after further examination of these guidelines it has
been observed that having obtained the perrnission {or tree felling and execution of work on
forest land, urgencylneed to obtziin stage-Il anprowal under the Forest (Cci-lservaiici-r) l.,ci, igg$
(FC Act) reduces. It has also been apprehended in some qlrarters that in many such cases State
Governments may not seek and obtain stage-Il approval under the FC Act, and consequently
rnany of conditions, other than those relating to payment of compensatory levies and transfer
and rnutation in favour of State Forest Departrnent of land for compensatory afforestation, may
rcmain unfuifilied.

2. Accordingly, in supersession of this Ministry's said ietter/guidelines of even nurnber
dated 7th May,2075,I am directed to say as below:

(i) With a view toiacilitate speedy execution of projects involving linear diversion of forest
land such as layrng of new roads, rvidening of existing highways, transmission lines,
water supply lines, optic fiber cabling, railway lines etc., in-principle approval und.er the
Forest (Conservation) Ac! 1980 (FC Act) issued,by the Central Government may be
deemed as the working perrnission for tree cutting and comrnencement of.work, if the
required funds for compensatory afforestation, net present value (NPV), wildtife
conseryation plan, plantation of dwarf species of medicinal plants, and all such other
compensatory levies specified in the in-principle approval are realised frc,rn '.he user
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agency and where necessary, for cornpensatory afforestation, Lransfer and mutatiorr tri
non-forest/revenue forest lantl in favour of State Forest Department is affected;

After the afore-rnentioned compensatory Ievies specifiecl in the in-principle approval a:...,

realisecl frorn the user agency ancl where neces.sary, for compensatory afforestaligr.,
transfer and mutation of non-forest/reverlue forest land in favour of State Foresi
Deparrrnent is affected, the State Governrnent or a Senic'rr Officer not below the Rank of a
Divisional Forest Officer, having juriscliction over the forest land proposed to be
divertecl, dulv authorized in this behalf by the State Government, shall pass an order fcl
tree cutting and cornmencement of work of a linear project in forest land for a perioci
of one year. The central Government may extend the perrnission for one more year
subject to subrnission of reasbnable progress report.from the State Governmelt as
regards to the steps taken to comply with the rernaining conditions stipulated in the in-
plinciple approval.

No non-forest activiby in the forest area that is covered. under Section 2 of the FC Act
would be perrnitted and carried on in arry rnarlner whatsoever unless an order specifieri
in para (ii) above has been passed by the cornpetent authorify of that State Governrnelt
?r-rd is placed in the public domain by putting it on its website and al} other
requirernents in accordance with law are cornplied r,vith;

For the purpose of Section 2A of the FC Act and Section 16 (e) of the National Green
Tribunal Act, 2010 (NGT Act) the Order for tree cutting and commencement of wor-k of
linear project in forest 1and, specified in para (ii) above, shall be an order under Sectiol 2
of the FC Act;

An appeal as per provisions of section 2 A of_FC Act and,/ or Section 16 (e) of the NGI'
Act can be fiied against any such order specifiecl in para (ii) above for ftee cutting ancl
comrnencernent of work of linear project in forest land;

In the event of filing of such appeal, it would be open for the person aggrieved, to assail
the order/clearance glante{by the Central Governrnent under Section 2 of the FC Act
which forrns an integral part and sole basis of the ord.er specified in para (ii) above;

The State Government and the project proponent shal1 take further action as has been
stipulated by the Hon b1e National Green Tribunal in their Judgment dated 7rh
Novernber 2012 in Appeat No.7/2A12 to accord publicity and. to ensure availabilify in
public dornain of in-principle approval under the FC Act accorded by the Central
Governrnent and the order specified in para (ii) above. State Govemment and the project
proponent shall also ensure strict compliance of other direction(s) contained. in the said.
iudgrnent; and
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(viii) The State Governments, in such cases shali seek and obtain from the Clentral
Governrrrent final/formal approval under the FC Act for diversion of such forest lanci at
the earliest, and in any case not later than five years from the date of grant of the in-
principle approval.

This issues razith apnroval of the llinister of State (Independent Charge) for En-,.irc,ni11ent,
Forest and Clirnate Change.

Yours faithfully,

r'' ^^,2rJ
2-<r\oa 

t'

(H.C. Chaudhary)
Director

Copy to:-

1. Prirne Minister's Office (Kind attn.: Shri Santosh D. Vaidya, Director), South Block, Neu,
Delhi.

2. The Secretary (Coordination), Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.

3. Secretetry, Ministry of Power, Government of India, Shram Shakti Bhawan, New De1hi.

4" Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India, Shastri
Bharvan, New Dethi.

5. Chairrnan, Railways Board, Rail Bhawan, New De1hi.

6. Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Government of Lrdia, Transport
Bhawan, New Delhi.

7. Director General, Border Roads Organization, New Delhi.

9r-- Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, all States /tJ'Is.
9. Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act, -l,gBO, all State/UT Govern-rnents.-

10. A11 Regional Offices, Ministry of Environrnent, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC),
Governrnent of India (GoI).

11. . Joint Secretary in-charge,Impact Assessment Division, MoEFCC, GoI.

12. A11 Assistant Inspector General of Forests/ Directors in the Forest Conservation
Division, MoEFCC, GoI.

13. Director, Regional Offices Headquarters Division, MoEFCC,.GoI.
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Sr. Director (Technical), NIC, MoEFCon website of this Minisbry. 
C' GoI wit]r a request to place a copy

74.

15.

16.

77.

18.

-lq

Sr: ppS to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, GoI.sr' pps to the Director Gerrerar of F.rests & speciar secretary, MoEFCC, GoI.sr' pps to Lhe Adcii' Director Generar of Forests (Forest Conservation), MoEFCC, cot.

:j:r'T,:sr1ct 
Generat of Forests (Foresr Conservarion), MoEFCC, Gor.
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q/ / Mirri"rry of Environment, Forests and Clirnate Change

, \{ j (Forest Conservation Division)

Y, " Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
'-/ L1\) 1 \ / Aliganf, Jorbagh Road

\t \g Nerv Delhi - 110 001

Dated: 14tt, August, 2075
to rrrA
A^lfto The Principal Secretary (Forests)

All State /Union Territory Goverrunents

Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980- Processing of proposals seeking
land in Protected Areas and Eco-sensitive Zone of. Protected

f-rttv
Sub: purpose under the Forest

approval for use of forest

Areas- reg.

Sir,
' I am directed to say that apart from prior approvai of Central Government under the

Forest (Conservatron) Act, 1980 (FC Act) use of forest land irr Plolected Areas (PAs) requircs

orior recomrnendation of Standing Comrnittee of National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) and the

prior leave of the Hon'ble Supreme Court also.

2. The proposals seeking prior approval of Central Government under the FC Act and to
obtain prior recomrnendation of Standing Committee of NBWL for use of forest land for non-

forest purpose in Protected Areas may be processed concurrently, subject to following
conditions:

(0 Pending receipt of recomrnend.ationof Standing Comrnittee of NBWL and prior leave of

the Suprerne Court, State Governments and Union territory Adrnirdshations may
' receive and process proposals seeking prior approval of Central Governrnent under the

FC Act for use of forest land. for non-forest purpose in Protected Areas on merit of each

case and forward the sarne to the Cenb'a1 Gci'em;:'.eni;

(ii) Lr case the entire forest land indicated in a proposal is located within one or more

Protected Areas, the Central Govemrnent will refer such proposal, which is complete in
all respec! along with site inspection report, wherever required, to the Forest Advisory

Comrnittee (FAC) only after use of such forest land for non-forest purpose has been

recorunended by Standing Comrnittee of the NBWL. The FAC will examine such

proposals and rnake appropriate recommendations on rnerit of each casd. In case the

FAC decides to recomrnend grant of approval under the FC Act for diversion of the

ffi"



f
0 &

/
3

5. Cl-rairman, Railways Board, Ilail Bhawan, New Dclhi.

6. Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Governrnerrt of Inclia, Transport
Bhawan, New Delhi

7. Director General, Border Roads Organiz,ation, |J-eu, Delhi:

B. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, all States/UTs.

g. ' Nodrl Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act,.1980, all State/ UT Govemrnents.

10. Ali Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Clirnate Change (MoEFCC),

Government of India (Goi).

. 71". Joint Secretary in-charge, Impact Assessment Division, MoEFCC, GoI.

'17. All Assistant Inspector General of Forests/ Directors in the Forest Conservahion Division,
MoEFCC, GoI.

13. Director, Regional Offices Headquarters Division, MoEFCC, GoI.

1,4. Sr. Director (Teckrrical), NIC, MoEFCd, GoI with a request to place a copy of this letter on

website -of this Ministry.

15. Sr. PPS to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Clirnate Change, GoI.

L6. Sr. PPS to the Director General of Forests & Special secretary, MoEFCC, GoI.

17. Sr. PPS to the Addl. Director General of Forests (Forest Conservation), MoEFCC, GoI.

18. PS to the Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation), MoEFCC, GoI.

'19. Guard File. (1.n*'t-
(H.C.Chaudhary)

Director
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